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About The Li-Ming Chinese Academy

The Li-Ming Chinese Academy was established in the sprng of 1995 by a group of
expenienced administrators and teachers plus devoted parents. The educational goals of the School are to
cultivate students in Chinese language proficiency and cultural awareness. The School also encourages
students to participate in team activities and to leamn from peer interactions. The spirits in establishing the
School are: (1) to nurture students to become physically and emotionally healthy, (2) to establish an open
administrative system, and (3) to provide a harmonious environment where students, parents, teachers and
staff can lean and develop together.

The School is located at the Julius West middle school in Rockville, MD. There are two
semesters in a school year, with 16 Sundays per semester. The language classes last for two and half
hours, and there are 15 language classes this year. There are 246 students in the moming classes where the
age of students ranges from 3 to 17 year old. The experimental class in the afternoon consists of 14 middle
and high school students.

The language classes adopt the “communicative approch”, which is recommended by experts
~ in the field of teaching foreing languages. It is emphasized that the students need to leam in an appropriate
environment with authentic materials and realistic situations. The students also need to be self-motivated.
Our teachers’ motto is :“To teach a lot does not mean that the points have gotten across to the students. To
have studied the materials is not the same as to have acquired the knowledge.” The teachers are constantly
reminding themselves to keep the students’ needs in perspective. The School is also devoted to the
professional development of the teachers. There is an Adwisory Board of experts on bilingual instruction,
linguistics, education and psychology. The Advisory Board periodically evaluates the School’s curriculum
objectives, teaching materials and methods, and provides training workshops for our teachers.

The School teaches the Mandarin pronunciation in listening and speaking, the traditional
Chinese characters in reading and writing, and uses the Chinese phonetics as an aid (high school students
will also learn the PinYin system). The School collects many different text books, then selects the
appropnate materials. For each grade level, there are four “units” with subjects centering around the
students’ experiences. The purpose of this arrangement is to build up students functional usage of the
language.

the School strongly encourages students to participate in extracurricular activities. Sports
acuwities include basketball, volley ball, dodge ball and tennis. ~ Cultural classes include Chinese painting,
calligraphy, Chinese folk dance, martial arts, Tai-Chi, Karate, pressed flower art, and ballroom dancing.
There are 24 such classes this fall, and the enroliment totals at 238 slots.

Weekend Chinese schools are mostly organized by devoted teachers and parents. OQur hope 1s
that students can leam to be bilingual and appreciate the advantages of being bi-cultural. Let‘s all work

toward these goais! o
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The Weather Story

Snow falls down

And th 4, CPK‘%QH' i"‘ﬁﬁq’ii%"xi%"
ot e o e o, AR % 75 18 48 A St W DR

who is walking? ,,),ﬁb@e%\"'fo’?ﬂﬂ’ﬁ

2 1.3 /ﬁ’ 0 %T" ' A
KRB The sun shines hot 47 E 2. b
HHPE On a sunny spot, fapeless, 7/’ S J;t & Kb BE3 \G /ﬂ/
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K : : “a . hr—T ¢
Fnemy: who s walking? T EATRIT L
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